RELIGIOUS REFORMS
of no caste distinctions. Like the Brahmo Samaj, it is practically interested in the education of women, and in the raising of the marriage age. It numbers 243,524 adherents, but its influence is much wider than these figures would imply. We may refer here to the great attraction which educated Hindus find in theosophy. Its conclusions adapt themselves readily to the speculations of Brahmin philosophy, and can be held by orthodox Hindus without derogation to their traditional beliefs,
CHRISTIANITY
Mention has been made in Chapter VII of the numerical strength of the Parsi and Christian communities, and an outline has been given of the Farsi tenets. Christian missionary endeavour may conveniently be assigned to three epochs: the Syrian, opened by the arrival of the Nestorians in the fourth or fifth century; the Portuguese, dating from the conquests made by that nation in the sixteenth century and glorified by the name of St, Francis Xavier; and that of comparatively modern times, which, commencing in the early part of the eighteenth century, has exhibited the solicitude of all branches of Western Christianity. A large Nestorian church grew up on the west coast; it still retains its ancient ritual, although, pressed by the Portuguese, it has, in part, confessed allegiance to the Church of Rome. The Portuguese missions also converted largely on the west coast, but were still more successful in the southern districts of Madras. During the past two centuries" missions have spread throughout the country, sent by America and Australia as well as by Europe, and have presented to the people every leading development of Protestant thought, as well as the doctrines of the Roman Church. Of the native Indian Christians, 728,721 are of the Nestorian connection, 1,393,720 are Roman Catholics, and 1,386,798 belong to Protestantism
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